
WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Co-op directors and staff .

PROGRAM

Registration:  8:30 a.m.
Program:  9 a.m.–4 p.m.

COST

1 Skill Builder Credit

Register online at:

http://www.weca.coop/calendar_list.asp

REGISTRATION DEADLINE

Friday, July 23, 2021 

PROGRAM LOCATION

Florian Gardens
2340 Lorch Avenue
Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Phone: (715) 832-8836

SLEEPING ROOM BLOCK

Holiday Inn South
4751 Owen Ayres Ct.
Eau Claire, WI
(715) 830-9889

Room Block Code:  Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA)
Room Block Rate:  $113.95 + tax/night
Room Block Expires: Fri., July 2, 2021

Rooms may be available under the room block 
after the cut-off  date only if the hotel has rooms 
available.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Wendy Fassbind at (608) 467-4589 or
wendy@weca.coop

Energy Issues Summit
August 4, 2021 | Florian Gardens, Eau Claire

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

This WECA Skill Builder program provides electric co-op directors 
and staff  with  mely informa  on about energy issues. The Energy 
Issues Summit is in its eighth year, returning by popular demand 
from a  endees at past conferences. Our line-up of speakers and 
topics are below. We hope to see you at the Summit!

TENTATIVE AGENDA

9 a.m.  Welcome

9 a.m.  Reading the Tea Leaves of What Lies Ahead for 

  the Electric Utility Industry

9:45 a.m. Break

10 a.m.  Transformation of the Transportation Sector:  

  New Opportunity and Challenges for Electric 

  Cooperatives

12 p.m. Lunch

1 p.m.  What Does Wisconsin’s “Roadmap to Zero 

  Carbon” Look Like? 

2 p.m.  Break

2:15 p.m. Resiliency of the Midcontinent Independent 

  System Operator (MISO) in Times of Transition

3:15 p.m. Looking at the Real Costs of Utility Poles |

  From an Engineering Perspective   

4 p.m.  Wrap-up and Adjourn

(full agenda on page 2)

222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703-2719
Phone: (608) 467-4589
Fax: (608) 467-4651
www.weca.coop

Thank you to our program sponsors!



August 4, 2021

Energy Issues Summit

8:30 a.m. Registration

9 a.m.  Welcome

9 a.m.  Reading the Tea Leaves of What Lies Ahead for the Electric Utility Industry
MISO announced the proposed addition of 52 GW of generation in its interconnection que last year, with solar 
representing 69 percent of the total power, followed by wind,  battery storage, and natural gas.  The data also continues 
to show a signifi cant growth trend in renewables that will likely accelerate.  Concurrently, the transportation sector’s 
move to electric vehicles and the potential for future regulations that phase out fossil fuels will likely be signifi cant 
drivers for benefi cial electrifi cation and increase demand for electricity.  This energy forecasting session will look at 
current and anticipated trends in the electric industry for the board room to help in planning discussions.

CoBank speaker TBD

9:45 a.m. Break

10 a.m. Transformation of the Transportation Sector:  New Opportunity and Challenges for Electric

  Cooperatives 
Vehicle manufactures are slated to transform our future means of transportation.  A recent study suggests that electric 
vehicles could make-up 10% of all new cars sold by 2025.  General Motors recently announced that it will off er 30 
electric vehicle models by 2025, and plans to exclusively off er electric vehicles by 2035.  Attendees will hear fi rst-hand 
from General Motors on where they see the future for electric vehicles. 

Clearly an opportunity for electric cooperatives, this session will also examine other implications including system 
constraints where new investments in engineering and infrastructure will be necessary, rate design considerations, 
and residential charging limitations among others

Brett Ratajczak, commercial fl eet consultant, General Motors 

Rich Macke, vice president, Economics, Rates, and Business Planning, Power System Engineering, Inc.

12 p.m. Lunch

1 p.m.  What Does Wisconsin’s “Roadmap to Zero Carbon” Look Like? 
Public Service Commissioner Tyler Huebner will help guide us through the 30-year journey as to how we potentially 
reach Governor Evers’ goal of achieving 100 percent carbon-free electricity consumption in the state by 2050. In March 
of this year, the PSC opened a docket to investigate the ongoing changes in Wisconsin’s electricity sector to reduce 
carbon emissions and analyze available options to achieve economic and environmental benefi ts while maintaining an 
adequate, reliable and aff ordable supply of electricity. The question remains—can we get there and how?

Commissioner Tyler Huebner, Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

2 p.m.  Break

2:15 p.m. Resiliency of the Midcontinent Independent System Operator in Times of Transition
Extreme weather events resulting in curtailments and system failures, early retirement of fossil fuel generation, a 
growing portfolio of intermittent renewables, and the potential for new regulations centered on decarbonizing the 
electric utility individually and collectively present new challenges for Regional Transmission Organizations. This 
session will examine some of these challenges for our grid operator, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator 
(MISO), including plans its members are undertaking to improve reliability within its footprint and anticipated 
challenges of a changing electric utility landscape.

Marcus Hawkins, executive director, Organization of MISO States

3:15 p.m. Looking at the Real Costs of Utility Poles | From an Engineering Perspective   
Bruce Beth will give us a historical look at how the Handy Whitman Index was developed, explain the analyses that go 
into establishing it and why it remains relevant today for utilities that rely on it. As a potential pole attachment and 
‘make ready’ political battle looms in Wisconsin, Bruce will provide the tools to better understand the engineering that 
goes behind your utilities’ true costs to build and maintain your pole infrastructure. 

Bruce Beth, president, Forster Electrical Engineering

4 p.m.  Wrap Up and Adjourn


